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FKOM BKANDYWINE TO PHILADELPHIA. 

[Extracted from the Journal of Sergeant Thomas Sullivan, H. M. 49th 
Eegiment of Foot.] 

1777, September 16th. — The Army moved in two Columns 
from Ashtown towards Goshen, and Intelligence being re- 
ceived upon the march, that the Enemy was advancing upon 
the Lancaster road, and were within five miles of Goshen, it 
was immediately determined to push forward the two Col- 
umns and attack them. Lord Cornwallis to take his route 
by Goshen meeting-house, and Lieut. General Knyphausen 
with his Column by the Road to Downingtown. 

It was 12 o'clock at night when we marched, and after a 
tedious movement and frequently halting on account of the 
Night being very dark, and the two divisions keeping a Com- 
munication one with another, a most violent fall of rain set- 
ting in, and continued the whole Day without intermission, 
made the intended attack impracticable. 

The 1st. Light Infantry, at the head of Lord Cornwallis's 
Column, meeting with a Party of the Enemy's advance 
Guard, about a mile beyond Goshen, defeated them, killing 
twelve, and wounded more without the Loss of a man. 
Nearly at the same time, the Chausseurs and 2d. Battallion 
of Light Infantry in front of Lieut. General Knyphausen's 
Column, fell in with 500 of Pennsylvania militia which lay 
in a wood to obstruct our march and cover the retreat of 
their Army, and after exchanging a few Vollies, they fled, 
leaving an Officer and 5 men killed and four men Prisoners, 
with the loss of three men wounded on the Light Infantry's 
side. 

Our Column drew up in three Lines, expecting the 
Enemy to advance and attack us, but it continued raining 
bo hard that we were all wet to our skin, and not able to 
fire a shot our Arms being very wet. 
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We remained in the woods all night, notwithstanding it 
being raining till 8 o'clock next morning. 

The Enemy being thus apprised of the approach of the 
Army, marched with the utmost precipitation the whole 
night of the (16th.) and got in the morning to the Yellow 
Springs, having all their ammunition damaged by the ex- 
cessive Rain. 

Our small Ammunition suffered also that night. 

September 17th. — We continued our march and encamped 
in the Evening at the sign of the "White Horse, Lord 
Cornwallis with his Column advanced also to the Lancaster 
Road, and took post about two miles distant from us. 

September 18th. — The Army joined in the Lancaster Road 
at the White Horse aforesaid, 25 miles from Philadelphia, 
and marched to Tredyfferin, from which place many of the 
Enemy deserted to us, by whom we learnt that the Enemy 
crossed the Schuylkill River above French Creek, and were 
encamped upon the River, on each side of Perkiomy Creek, 
having detached Corps to all the fords of Schuylkill, with 
Cannon at Swede's Ford, and the Fords below it. 

It was 12 o'clock at night before our Brigade that cov- 
ered the rear, reached their Ground. A Detachment of 
Light Infantry was immediately sent to the Valley Forge, 
upon the Schuylkill, where the Enemy had a variety of 
Stores, and a considerable Magazine of Flour. The 1st 
Battallion of Light Infantry, and the British Grenadiers 
took post there next Day, and were joined on the 20th by 
the Guards. 

September 20th. — Upon intelligence that General Wayne 
was lying in the Woods with a Corps of 1500 men, and four 
Pieces of Cannon, about three miles distant, & in the Rear 
of the left Wing of the Army, in order to cut off our Rear, 
Major General Grey, was detached late at night, with the 
2d. Battallion of Light Infantry, a Troop of Light Dragoons, 
42d. and 44th. Regiments, to surprise this Corps. The 
most effectual precaution being taken by the General to 
prevent his detachment from firing, by ordering the men's 
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Pieces to be drawn, not a man to load, and the Flints to be 
taken out of the Riflemen's Pieces that could not be drawn ; 
he gained the Enemy's left about one o'clock, at Whiteland 
Township, being first Challenged by a Light Dragoon, who, 
after firing his Carbine, ran away to alarm the rest ; then 
their Picquet fired a Volley at the Light Infantry and re- 
treated, but did not hurt a man. Without the least noise 
our Party by the Bayonet only, forced and killed their out 
sentries and Picquets, and rushed in upon their Encamp- 
ment, directed by the light of their fires, killed and 
wounded not less than 300 in their Huts and about the 
fires, the 42d. sat fire to them, as many of the Enemy would 
not come out, chusing rather to suffer in the Flames than to 
be killed by the Bayonet. The Party took between 70 and 
80 Prisoners, including several officers, the greater part of 
their Arms, and eight waggons loaded with Baggage and 
Stores. Upon tbe first alarm the Cannon were carried off', 
and ye darkness of the night only saved the Remainder 
of the Corps. We had one Officer and 3 men killed, and 
four wounded. The Party returned to their Camp that 
morning. 

September 21st. — The Army moved in the morning to 
Valley Forge, and encamped upon the Banks of the Schuyl- 
kill, extending a line from Fatland Ford to French Creek, 
the Enemy being on the opposite side, who, upon this 
movement quitted their Position, and marched towards 
Pottsgrove, in the evening of this day. 

September SSd. — The Light Infantry and Grenadiers of the 
Guards, crossed over in the afternoon at Fatland Ford, to 
take post, and the Chausseurs crossing soon after at Cor- 
don's Ford, opposite to the Left of the Line, took post 
there also. 

The Army was put in motion at midnight, the Van-guard 
being led by Lord Cornwallis, and the whole crossed at 
Fatland Ford without opposition. Major General Grant, 
who Commanded the Rear-guard, with the Baggage, passed 
the River before 2 o'clock in the afternoon. 
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September 23d. — The whole Army encamped with its left 
to the Schuylkill, and the right upon the Manatawny road, 
having Stonyrun in front. The 2d. Battallion of Light In- 
fantry was detached to Swede's Ford, which a small Party 
of the Enemy quitted immediately, leaving six pieces of 
Iron Cannon behind them. 

September 25th. — The Enemy retreated on the Lancaster 
and Reading roads, Shippack Creek about 20 miles, and 
left a clear passage for our Army, which marched in two 
Columns to Germantown, within six miles of Philadelphia. 

September 26th. — Lord Cornwallis with the British Gren- 
adiers, and two Battallions of Hessian Grenadiers, two 
troops of Light Dragoons, and a detachment of the heavy 
Artillery, took Possession of Philadelphia. 



